. Continuing Commentary

investment (among females generally and "K-s.tratcg(,\i, i D‘:}cfc
males) tends to reduce the number of offspring zm[ 3.5’0 se
variance in numerical reproductive success. The exc u's'l‘;‘rder
of number of offspring as the measure of fitness makes ltl-l "
to understand what women are doing, because th(_‘ ‘F’S "
statistics dictate that it will always be easier 'lo finda SI.gt:[l lfﬁ:-
relationship between any independent variable and a dCls N
dent variable that has a greater variance in males than it l(1)6‘ 0
females. Such measures of fitness also seem to assume’t ?’t_::
men are following the “Cad” or “r-strategy O_f milem":; ﬁ
numbers of offspring, when theory and oleFr\'allon s!lOW ﬂ"]rt
many men may maximize fitness by maximizing par.entmig e (')d-
— in part, perhaps, by preferring to marry women in their mi ¢
to late 20s, or older, who are more likely to bear children wit
higher ORV.

Buss’s work is an important step in our un
human mate selection in an evolutionary context, but futlfre
research should include awareness of alternate reproductive
strategies and both quantitative and qualitative measures (ORV)
of the fitness effects of these alternative strategies.

NOTE

1. Species with adaptations for early maturity, short interbirth inter-
val, and large litter size with low parental investment are said to be "r-
selected,” or following an “r-strategy.” Species with adaptations for
delayed maturity, long interbirth intervals, and small litter size v?"ilh
high parental investment are said to be “K-selected,” or following a K-
strategy.” High-mating-effort, r-strategy females are frequently re-
ferred to as “fast,” with r-strategy males being “cads.” High-parenting-
effort, K-strategy females, on the other hand, are frequently called
“coy,” with K-strategy males being “dads.”
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Mate selection for good parenting skills

David M. Buss
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Chisholm astutely points out the potential importance of
parenting skills and offspring reproductive value in mate
choice. This topic was neglected in the original target
article (Buss 1989), in subsequent commentary, and in-
deed it has been largely neglected in empirical research
on human mating. Cues to good parenting skills as pos-
sible mate choice criteria are well worth exploring both
conceptually and empirically. In this Response, I elabo-
rate on several of the issues raised by this set of
considerations. '

Cues to good parenting skills. One of the key issues
centers on which characteristics provide, or have pro-
vided over human evolutionary history, reliable cueps to
good parenting skills. Age, as Chisholm notes, is y
doubtedly an important one. Infant mortality ard ink n-
ticide currently exist in greater numbers amon oo
mothers compared with those in their 205 an
have been true during human evolutionary}]is
only one cue, however, and possibly no
important.

Extensive cross-cultural study of mate preferences may

g teenage
d this may
tory. Ageis
t the most
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derstanding of

Table 1. Potential cues to good Parenting skill,

Kind and understanding
Intelligent

Emotionally stable and mature
Dependable character
Pleasing disposition

Healthy

Likes or wants children

Good cook and housekeeper

—_—
Source: Taken from Buss et al. (1990).

e B S S

provide some clues to these cues (Buss et a]. 1990), Tah
1 lists the mate preferences revealed by that sy, & o e
than those discussed in the target article (Bys ,19&?
which were seen as important by nearly a] of the 3).
cultures sampled. These may be regarded as cay, P dat'a'
for reliable cues to good parenting skills. "

Kindness and understanding may be important |,
cause they signal disposition toward empathy (e, bein.
able to understand what the child is feeling and neeg;, |
and benevolence when caring for children. Emoﬁo“s]
maturity and dependable character may signal parepy
care that is reliably provided, rather than being ey,
and unpredictable. Intelligence may signal, in part, the
ability to exercise good parental judgment, good coping
skills in times of stress and trauma, and flexibility i
meeting the various complex demands of group living
(see Barkow 1989). Good health of the parent may b
essential for the good health of the children. Unhealthy
parents may be hampered in their ability to exercise good
parenting practices, provisioning, and protecting, and
may also pass on diseases to their children that lower their
survival. Such domestic skills as cooking and housekeep-
ing may seem irrelevant in modern industrial times, but
they may have made a critical difference during huma
ancestral conditions. Finally, a person’s desire for chi-
dren and cues to liking children may signal a greater
proclivity to channel reproductive effort toward raising
children rather than toward additional mating oppor
tunities. These speculations all require empir
scrutiny.

Men and women value kindness, emotional maturity,
intelligence, health, desire for children, and dePe“da[,nh'
y ?bOUt equally in nearly all 37 of the societies studied
This raises a point that Chisholm does not mention b
which is a logical extension of his argument — women, ®
well as men, should select mates in part based on their
potential parenting skills. Indeed, it may be even n.wrf
important from a woman’s perspective because the Lﬂne
@nce in men’s parenting inclination and skill 'm-"Ytbv
greater than the variance for women. Perhaps itis 2° cer
Chanc‘? that male politicians are often seen Coom.gl(; is
and kissing babijes during their campaigns. L]l:t

nown about what mate qualities are linked wit g

j t ic for
parenting skills in either sex, but it is a worthy topi®
research,

5 . e O
:’ee;rtentmg skills in short-term and long-term mat}"?t ani
S. A second issue pertains to the relevance 0! ot

1€ to cues to Parenting abilities when pursuiné
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Jortunistic matings versus long-term high
porm 03 ; matings (what Chisholm refers to as “Cad”
aves I"L]l)]qd" strategies, which is perhaps misleading in
versus (‘)ﬁmp]ying that men pursue either one or the

scnS‘f, Jence indicates that many men pursue both,
others. “s simultaneously). 1 disagree with the implica-
Somctm:e-qrentmg okills are mainly important when men
a Pt‘] _term mateships. In contexts where men
put then do not stay to invest in offspring, selection
mate | parenting skills may be crucial, especially in light
forg{‘?ﬁ,s 12‘1939) findings that children without investing
?:t}ielrs have higher mortality and illness rates, at least
among the Ache. . d
of course, On theoretical grounds, one would expect
men to relax their standa.lrds across the board when
ursuing a short-term mating strategy (Buss & Schmitt,
under review), and this would apply to cues to parenting
okills as well as to other attributes. Nonetheless, when
standards are imposed, cues to parenting skills should be
jmportant to men in both short-term and long-term
contexts.

Chisholm expects that men who pursue a strategy that
involves maximizing parental effort may prefer to marry
older women — those in their mid- to late 20s, or older —
because their greater parenting skills might lead to off-
spring with greater reproductive value (ORV). Three
considerations suggest that this is unlikely. First, older
women are of lower reproductive value themselves, and
hence the man would be monopolizing only a fraction of
the woman’s reproductive capacity. Second, the age at
marriage is nearly always younger than the age of bearing
children; a man who marries a women in her late teens,
for example, may not produce children until the woman is
in her early 20s or later — closer to the time that Chisholm
cites as being optimal for parenting abilities.

Third, the human ancestral conditions in which these
mate preferences evolved must be considered. Most
women would have had kin around — mother, aunts,
sEbhpgs - to help with the raising, protecting, and provi-
sioning of the children. Furthermore, if a man waited
until a woman was in her mid- to late 20s to secure a wife,
he would likely have been left with women of low mate
:i'i:;ledthat othgrs did not want, or with women who
Wouzidy hitid children with another man — both of wh‘ich
invest reduce the reproductive return on his mating
ole mment. In contemporary tribal societies, for exam-
; e, fost women have had two or three children by the

ng 25 (Symons 1989).

ighl]r;a]\l,gi thg empi}rical data show that young women are
and mag “;h as wives cross-culturally. .In the Kipsigis

ieher bZide er cultures, women in tbelr.teens carry a

Orgerhof}"l\-{pr;:ie than women in their mid- to late 20s
seek the youu er 1988). Cross-culturally, men seem to
Maximi ng women as wives, perhaps because it
N mized their monopolization of a larger share of their

®Productive gpa 4 : re
sibility of 1o pan and capacity, regardless of the pos-

ower Pare%t}ilmg some temporary costs in the form of
clear ng abilities. Good cross-cultural data are
te ¥ needed on the age pref; f in short-

M when, ge preferences of men i

contrasted with long-term mating contexts.

Measl.l res

Point ghe of fitness and evidence of adaptation. A final

umber uld be made about Chisholm’s argument that
of offspring should not be used as the sole

wontinuing Comme
niary
measure of fitness, by
, but rath o
value should also be used '?l‘]the Of{Spnng S pdilye
Wlhat purpose? Recent t.heoreelt)iro1)1emI see is: used for
cled ; cal ar p
ﬁtn;ssthiit acorrelatmg attributes with g;ri;e:::amake li‘
/ poor and potential _ sures o
inf Yot ntially misleadi
lzl?;fﬁ,ati‘;" I‘bezint a(iaptation. Studies that e
plicitly, that humansg (a Imply,
. nd oth ;
;llzl\é(: :gg)lved r.nc.chamsms that function as dz:n(;:rglamsmS)
CosmidS nllgmmlzers (Symons 1990; in press; T(-)g?)ner-
"ﬁtnessiirivgm‘-’ Humans are “adaptation exea:,uto:)s"yn::):
e vers' (Tooby & Cosmides 1990). Evidenc f
’ p zfl ion 1s.better seen in complex special desi ef .
al:}’es og particular adaptive problems that could n§? h:: -
isen by change alone (Williams 1966) rather than ie
current correlation with any measure of fitness whether:-

based on simpl :
ple offspring number or o
reproductive value. on the offspring’s

In summary, Chisholm has pointed to a
important apd largely neglected topic in theleﬁgteignxf Lyf
human mating strategies — parental skills and offspring
rep}'oductive value. The theoretical issues raised by this
topic deserve theoretical and empirical scrutiny in both
short-term and long-term mating contexts.
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